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Build your organisation’s Corporate Social Responsibility profile with International
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IRF offers a suite of membership packages to suit the differing needs of organisations.
By signing up as an IRF member you will be entitled to a range of benefits tailored to
your CSR priorities that include:
• Staff engagement opportunities in cutting-edge environmental programs
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• Opportunity to support on-ground projects in Australia and developing countries
• Gaining peer leadership recognition for sustainability
• Developing your organisation’s internal skills and capabilities
Join us in creating partnerships that drive the protection of water, the world’s most
important resource, by helping us restore the world’s river, lakes and wetlands.

International RiverFoundation
invites sponsorship of:
Twinning projects
Partnerships through which river management knowledge and expertise are
exchanged and on-ground outcomes are achieved for rivers in remote or developing
regions. We have a number of ongoing and emerging projects that you can sponsor
and participate in.

Riversymposium delegate fellowships
Sponsorship of travel fellowships for environmental water managers, scientists
and researchers from developing countries to attend the annual International
Riversymposium to further their knowledge and expertise in river management.

Postgraduate scholarships for future water leaders
Full scholarships (living and tuition expenses) for future water leaders to study
International WaterCentre’s postgraduate Integrated Water Management programs are
available.
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COVER: The Mahakam Delta in East Kalimantan

SPREAD: St John’s River, USA

Our vision:

A future in which all rivers and waterways are

healthy and sustainably managed.

Our mission:

To drive the restoration and sustainable
management of the world’s rivers.

Thames Tidal Barriers at Night | Courtesy of Thames Rivers Restoration Trust

About us
The International RiverFoundation rewards and gives
recognition for the restoration and sustainable management
of the world’s rivers, lakes and wetlands to improve the
health of these precious resources and the communities
dependent upon them.
International RiverFoundation’s flagship program is
in awarding the Thiess International Riverprize and
Australian Riverprize each year. By giving recognition to
those implementing and achieving best practice in river
management, we aim to inspire organisations, communities
and governments to manage their waterways sustainably.
Our innovative twinning program is a unique point of
difference. Riverprize winners and finalists have the
opportunity to share their knowledge and experience
with another organisations in need of their expertise.

1

Our values

RiverFoundation acts as a catalyst to drive twinning projects
that are spanning the globe and empowering organisations
to take action.

• We operate with an independent, global and non-political
stance in the interest of providing a service for public
good.

As a Foundation we are financed by donations from
individuals, companies and governments that are passionate
and committed to making a difference. Our work is only
restricted by the amount of funds we can raise.

• We act as a catalyst for river improvement worldwide
through inspiring, rewarding and encouraging best
practice river restoration and management.
• We work directly with river and wetland managers to
restore rivers and achieve on-ground results with improved
ecological, social and economic benefits for communities.
• We are directly concerned with the transfer of best
practice in river management and restoration into actions
that creates tangible results.

Our objectives

• To advocate the restoration of river systems around
the world.
• To ensure knowledge regarding effective river systems
management is available to those who need it.
• To reward and champion those who are making
significant achievements in the protection,
restoration and management of river systems.
• To act as a catalyst for the replication of effective
river system management practices and promote
long-term relationships for sharing knowledge.

• We build partnerships and alliances with organisations
worldwide to achieve mutually beneficial outcomes.
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Chairman’s Report
2010/11 has been a year of significant change and planning
for the future at the International Riverfoundation.
Martin Albrecht AC retired as Chair in December 2011, a
position he has held with great esteem and vigour since the
IRF was first formed in 2003. Martin successfully led the
Board through a critical period of establishment and growth
following the transfer of responsibility for the Australian and
International Riverprizes to the IRF from the Brisbane River
Festival.
On behalf of the Board and our many supporters I thank
Martin for his outstanding contributions, and his passion and
commitment to the IRF and its charitable mission to help
protect the world’s rivers.
I joined the IRF Board in October 2010, and was elected Chair
following Martin’s resignation. The first task I was given was
to lead the search for a new Chief Executive. Board member
Peter Krause had very kindly been acting in that position since
the beginning of the year. Peter and his wife Anita, herself
an IRF Ambassador, had moved to Brisbane from Ontario,
Canada to help out during a period of management transition.
We all grateful to Peter and Anita, and thank them for the
valuable work they undertook during this transitional period.
Further changes during the year included the retirement of
Honorary Treasurer and Company Secretary, Haydon Coles.
Haydon’s decades of commercial banking experience
brought a professional approach to the IRF’s accounting
and financial management. On behalf of the Board I thank
Haydon for outstanding voluntary services that went well
beyond the ‘call of duty’ for a board member.
No charitable organisation can exist without its donors and
sponsors, and it was with much gratitude that I acknowledge
the continuing and generous support of the Australian
Government’s Water for the Future initiative (sponsors of the
Australian National Riverprize), the Thiess Family (sponsors
of the Inaugural Ken Thiess Memorial Scholarship), Martin
Albrecht AC and Alec & Mary Peden in particular.
I would like to close my first Chair’s report with a look to the
future.
Firstly, the IRF does not yet have a secure, sustainable
financial platform on which to maintain its charitable mission.
IRF is not alone amongst charitable organisations in being
impacted by the GFC. We are responding by adopting a
more diverse and creative approach to fund-raising and
sponsorship. In July, we announced a new corporate
membership scheme, and Matthew and his team have
instigated a number of exciting new programs that I am
confident will greatly assist our fund raising efforts over the
next year and beyond.
Secondly, in spite of the prestige of the International
Riverprize, the IRF is not as well recognised, nor does it have
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the standing that it should have around the world. With the
Board’s approval, and with Matthew’s support, I have begun
the implementation of a new international regionalisation
strategy for the IRF. The vision underpinning this new strategy
is to:
• engage and empower our international network of
ambassadors, Riverprize winners and twinners to work on
behalf of the IRF in their region
• partner with a regional host organisation to deliver activities
and programs that mutually benefit the IRF and host
organisation
• establish semi-autonomous Regional Councils that guide
regional IRF activities and programs.
• raise funds for regional programs and activities and
contribute to the financial sustainability of the global IRF
organisation
• establish and promote Regional Riverprize awards, winners
of whom would qualify automatically as finalists for the
Thiess International Riverprize, and to
• deepen relationships and collaborations between river
basin managers and regional public and private sector
stakeholders.
We are currently well advanced in discussions with a potential
host organisation to establish an IRF Europe office and
program of activities, including a European IRF Riverprize, by
2012. It is the Board’s ambition to establish similar regional
partnerships in North/South America, Asia, and Africa over
the next three to five years.
It certainly is a time of change at the IRF, but also a time of
excitement about future possibilities and potential. In closing,
I extend my sincere thanks to Matthew Reddy, Natalie Baker
and the small team at IRF head office, to my fellow directors,
and to all the IRF’s donors and supporters in Australia around
the world.
I want to especially thank our Global Ambassadors network.
These passionate individuals continually remind us of the
IRF’s true potential as a global charitable organisation.
And our mission, “to drive the restoration and sustainable
management of the world’s rivers”, is
certainly one to be inspired by and to
stand behind.

Professor Gary Jones, PH.D.
Chairman
International RiverFoundation

CEO’s Report
The 2010-11 financial year marks a milestone for the
Foundation with the appointment of Professor Gary Jones as
Chairman and I was honoured and delighted to take on the
role as Chief Executive during the period.
As a year in transition its important to build on the strengths
and successes that the Foundation has developed over
the last decade and I wish to thank my predecessor, Peter
Krause, whose energy and dedication in supporting the
Foundation continues in his role as director on the IRF board.
During the period we also welcomed Brittany Downes to the
role of marketing coordinator and John Hayes in finance
replacing Hadassah McQuade in administration and Andy
Sibley in design who we thank wholeheartedly for their time
with us.
Whilst we welcomed new friends to the Foundation we
unfortunately lost a great bastion and Foundation ally with
the passing of Bert Thiess, an industrious Australian with a
big vision whose memory will fittingly live on in the work and
achievements of the Foundation.
The Foundation has weathered the metaphorical storm of
the global financial crisis and responded to the very real and
catastrophic weather events during the year, both at home
and abroad, with initiatives that focus on building resilience
and supporting the restoration of affected basins.
These floods, following an extended drought period in
Australia, have provided us with a learning experience that
we will be sharing with experts and practitioners from around
the globe at our fourteenth International Riversymposium in
Brisbane this year under the theme ‘the value of rivers.’ IRF’s
Dr Natalie Baker is the 2011 program convenor and also
developing the 2012 event to be held in Melbourne.
Our perennial highlight of the year comes during the
International Riversymposium when the IRF Riverprizes are
awarded. In 2010 the IRF Riverprizes were presented in Perth
for the first time, where we were inspired by the incredible
transformation of the Thames River from its post war condition
of industrial sewer to a vibrant, twenty-first century working
river servicing the diverse requirements of a major capital city.
In winning the International Riverprize, the Thames also
committed to funding a multi-faceted Yamuna River initiative
with the PEACE Trust and WWF India which will serve to
inspire future winners in their own Twinning programs.
The Derwent Estuary program, our Australian Government
funded Australian Riverprize winner, similarly turned the tide
on a legacy of neglect with the cooperation of community,
major industry and all levels of government achieving a 50%
reduction in heavy metals and an 80% reduction in organic
load discharges in the iconic Tasmanian river.

These outstanding winners join our international network
which is graphically featured in the centre pages of this report
and shows that the IRF has been steadily bringing together
river basin managers and dedicated practitioners across the
globe to the cause of river health.
Now with a footprint in thirty-five countries a key part of my
role is to reconnect with the Ambassadors, Alumni, Riverprize
winners and Twinners that form our network and to forge
new relationships with river basin managers and support
organisations. With the Chairman we have strengthened our
relationships with the Thames, Danube, Grand, Simcoe and
Mekong rivers in 2011 through a series of regional strategy
meetings and, in Australia, we continue to recognise and
support the achievements of our network organisations.
Our efforts in implementing a regional strategy to better
resource our growing IRF network and to connect river basin
managers have been well received and will continue to be the
key focus for our activities in the coming years. I look forward
to presenting the outcomes of our strategy in coming annual
reports with regular updates and announcements on our new
2011 website.
Wherever we are, the pressure that we are all placing on our
rivers and freshwater resources is being compounded by
climate change, the pattern of urbanisation, an ever growing
stratum of society eating their way up the food chain and the
bottom billion of the global population still with no access to
effective sanitation and safe water supply. For these reasons,
the IRF will need to engage in long-term partnerships with
private and public funding organisations to address the root
causes and branch effects of these challenges in stressed
river basins.
In 2011 we began a concerted effort to reach out to a wider
support network, through membership programs and
corporate partnerships, where business interests align with
the economic and ecological goals of sustainable river basin
management.
By working together with our members and partners we are
better able to increase our capacity and at the same time
leverage support to focus on the solutions to managing our
rivers sustainably. I sincerely thank all of our supporting
members and partners that have helped us along our journey
in 2011 and invite your organisation’s participation in
making a positive and enduring contribution to some
of the most urgent and complex issues facing our
planet today.

Matthew Reddy
CEO
International RiverFoundation

Boat Racing on the Mekong River | Courtesy of Mekong River Commission

Highlights 2010-2011
• Founding Chairman retires after seven years
• 12th Thiess International Riverprize awarded to the River
Thames, England
• 10th Australian Riverprize awarded to the Derwent Estuary,
Tasmania (the Australian Government’s Water for the
Future plan supports the Australian National Riverprize)
• 2010 International Riverprize finalist Dmitry Lisitsyn wins
Goldman prize
• Six Ambassadors attend the 13th International
Riversymposium, Perth
• Delegates from developing countries fully funded to attend
the 2010 13th International Riversymposium
• Strategic development with an IRF presence in Europe
• Lake Simcoe signs a letter of intent to twin with Ayuquila
River, Mexico
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• River Thames commits prize money to their twinning with
the River Ganges, India
• Inaugural Ken Thiess Memorial Scholarship recipient,
Olita Ogonjo, graduates with a Master of Integrated Water
Management
• The second Ken Thiess Memorial Scholarship awarded to
Ms Kundai Chihambakwe
• A part-time Bremer River Project Officer employed to
coordinate the Bremer River Fund
• Corporate Social Responsibility Program launched
• Chairman and CEO reinvestigated relationships with
Riverprize alumni – Bulimba Creek, Australia, Lake Simcoe,
Canada, Grand River, Canada, Derwent Estuary, Australia,
River Thames, UK, Danube River, Europe

Dow Live Earth Run for Water, Melbourne, Australia | IRF

Strategic Direction
In 2011/12 we will continue to grow and diversify our ﬁnancial income
so that we can expand our global outreach and realise our vision of a
world in which all rivers and waterways are sustainably managed.
• We will leverage our fundraising events with strategic
partnerships to ensure a stable source of income and
increase the awareness of the importance of river health.

• We will continue to build our regional networks with our
regional strategic growth to engage them in our messages
and practices.

• We will increase the prestige of Riverprize, the world’s most
valuable environmental prize and ensure the invaluable
knowledge of our Riverprize alumni is shared globally,
where it is needed most.

• We are developing our corporate partnerships through
increasing our members and communicating and
engaging them in our work and practices.

• We will continue to act as a catalyst for sharing knowledge
through twinning Riverprize Alumni, sponsoring delegates
to attend International Riversymposium and providing
scholarships for study of the Master of Integrated Water
Management.

• We are increasing our use of new media and online
communications, with our website, Facebook and Twitter
accounts, we are now able to provide communication more
directly and immediately.

• As a partner in International WaterCentre’s Knowledge Hub
for Healthy Rivers and Aquatic Ecosystems for the AsiaPacific, we aspire to contribute by sharing the knowledge
and experience of our Riverprize Alumni.
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Riverprize 2010
Riverprize gives recognition, reward and support to those who have
developed and implemented outstanding, visionary and sustainable
programs in river management.
Our Riverprizes are the world’s most prestigious environmental prizes. The winners are encouraged to share knowledge and
expertise with the prize money incorporating a twinning grant.

Riverprize winners 1999-2010

Riverprize Judges 2010

INTERNATIONAL WINNERS

Australian

2010 – River Thames, England

Mrs Leith Boully (Chair), Healthy Waterways – QLD

2009 – Lake Simcoe, Canada

Mr Craig Bradley, SEWPaC – ACT

2008 – St. Johns River, USA

Prof Paul Greenfield, University of Queensland – QLD

2007 – Danube River, Europe

Dr Arlene Harriss-Buchan, Australian Conservation
Foundation – VIC

2006 – Sha River, China
2005 – Drôme River, France
2004 – Siuslaw Basin, USA

Dr Siwan Lovett, Australian River Restoration Centre – ACT
Ms Kerry Olsson, National Water Commission - ACT

2003 – Alexander River, Israel, in cooperation with the
Palestinians
2002 – Mekong River, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand, Vietnam
2001 – Blackwood River, Australia
2000 – Grand River, Canada
1999 – Mersey River, United Kingdom

International
Prof Paul Greenfield (Chair), University of Queensland –
Australia
Dr Joe Baker, Department of Employment, Economic
Development and Innovation - Australia
Mrs Leith Boully Healthy Waterways – Australia

AUSTRALIAN WINNERS
2010 – Derwent Estuary, Tasmania
2009 – Oxley Creek, Queensland
2008 – Lake Macquarie, New South Wales
2007 – Murray Wetlands, New South Wales
2006 – Torbay Catchment, Western Australia
2005 – Bulimba Creek, Queensland
2004 – Wallis Lake, New South Wales
2003 – Hunter River, New South Wales

Prof Stuart Bunn, Director, Griffith University - Australia
Dr Ian Campbell, Principal Scientist, GHD - Australia
Dr David Garman, Environmental Biotechnology CRC –
Australia
Dr Lifeng Li, WWF International – Switzerland
Mr Alan Vicory, International Water Association – United
States of America
RiverFoundation wholeheartedly thanks the national and
international judging panels for donating their time and
expertise!

2002 – Merri Creek, Victoria
2001 – Goulburn Broken Catchment, Victoria

Images Opposite Page (clockwise from top): Riverprize Gala Dinner Entertainment; Internationally acclaimed author and passionate Swan River supporter, Tim Winton;
Australian Riverprize winners Derwent Estuary Program; Riverprize Gala Dinner; International Riverprize winners Environment Agency England & Wales.
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Thiess International
Riverprize Winner 2010
River Thames, England

River Thames partners:

Pollution of the River Thames, the UK’s second longest
river, left it biologically dead in the 1950s. Since then, many
organisations (currently lead by the Environment Agency and
Thames Rivers Restoration Trust) have helped transform the
river into a thriving ecosystem teeming with fish, and returning
salmon and otter populations.

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust
Buckingham County Council
Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
Hampshire Wildlife Trust
London Wildlife Trust
London Borough Croydon
London Borough Greenwich
London Borough Haringey
London Borough Wandsworth
Lewisham Council
Mayor of London and Greater London Authority
National Trust
Natural England
Port of London Authority
Quaggy Waterways Action Group
River Restoration Centre
River Thames Society
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead
Slough Borough Council
Surrey Wildlife Trust
Thames River Restoration Trust
Thames Water
Thames Estuary Partnership
Thames 21
Thames Landscape Strategy
The Voluntary Initiative
The Wildlife Trusts
The Wandle Trust
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust

The following projects demonstrate some innovative solutions
to the challenges faced by the River Thames community:
• Catchment Sensitive Farming: working with farmers
to reduce rural diffuse pollution from nutrients and
pesticides.
• The Jubilee River flood alleviation scheme: creating a new
11 km stretch of river and habitats, whilst delivering flood
protection to 5,500 homes.
• The London Rivers Action Plan: helping restore London’s
urban rivers, with 58 new river restoration projects in
progress since its launch in 2009.
• The London Tideway Tunnels: a £2bn+ scheme tackling
the 39 million tonnes of storm sewer overflows that enter
the tidal Thames annually.
• Thames Estuary 2100: a 100 year adaptable plan directing
the future sustainable management of tidal flood risk in the
Thames estuary, and protecting over 1.25million people
and £200bn in property value.
The health of the Thames has improved greatly since the
beginning of the project. The chemical quality of the rivers
within the Thames catchment classed as ‘Very Good’ or
’Good’, has improved from 53% in 1990 to 80% in 2008,
while the estuary supports viable shellfisheries and is nursery
ground for commercial sole and bass stocks.

World Wide Fund for Nature UK

The numbers of fish are increasing, with 125 different species
recorded, including internationally important smelt and shad.
Since April 2005, 393 habitat enhancement projects have
been completed and nearly 70km of river has been restored
or enhanced.

“We were delighted to be awarded this fantastic
prize. There are many people and organisations
that work tirelessly to make the Thames what it
is today and the Thiess International Riverprize
has been a great spur to them all to tackle the
challenges of the future.”
Howard Davidson, Director, Environment Agency
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Big Ben and Westminster on the River Thames| Courtesy of Thames Rivers Restoration Trust

Australian National
Riverprize Winner 2010
Derwent Estuary, Tasmania

Derwent Estuary Program partners:

The Derwent Estuary Program (DEP) was established in 1999
and has been nationally recognised for excellence in reducing
water pollution, conserving habitats and species, monitoring
river health and promoting greater use and enjoyment of the
foreshore.

Derwent Estuary Program partners:
Brighton Council
Clarence
Southern Water
Derwent Valley Council
Glenorchy City
Hobart City Council
Hydro Tasmania
Kingborough Council
Norske Skog Boyer
Nyrstar
Tasmania State Government

The DEP is a regional partnership between the Tasmanian
Government, six councils, five businesses, scientists and the
community to restore the Derwent estuary. The estuary lies at
the heart of the Hobart metropolitan area and is a diverse and
productive ecosystem, surrounded by 200,000 people. The
key environmental issues that existed with the Derwent before
DEP became involved included heavy metal contamination,
nutrient enrichment, introduced species and habitat loss.

TasPorts

During the past five years, there have been substantial
reductions in organic inputs (80%), heavy metals (50%), and
sewage-derived nutrients (30%), as well as improvements in
stormwater treatment.
The DEP has led initiatives to acquire wetlands, eradicate
weeds and preserve iconic species, as well as developed
strategies to link and promote foreshore tracks and to
increase awareness and enjoyment of the Derwent through
interpretations.
As the estuary recovers, there is growing interest in
conserving the Derwent’s natural features. The DEP has led
initiatives to acquire wetlands, eradicate weeds and preserve
iconic species such as the little penguin. More recently, the
DEP has developed strategies to link and promote foreshore
tracks and to increase awareness and enjoyment of the
Derwent through interpretations.

“Winning the National Riverprize was both an
honour and a thrill – a wonderful reward for
many years of collaborative effort between our
government, business, science and community
partners to restore our river. The prize has
greatly increased our conﬁdence and raised the
proﬁle of our program, and the generous cash
award will allow us to undertake some new
initiatives we have been dreaming about. Thankyou!”
Christine Coughanowr, Director, Derwent Estuary Program

Top Image: Tidal wetlands on Derwent Estuary | Courtesy of DEP
Bottom Image: Geilston Bay | Courtesy of Derwent Estuary Program
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Seal statue on Derwent Estuary | Courtesy of Derwent Estuary Program

Our Global Outreach 2010-11
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Australian National Riverprize
Finalists 2010

Scale model of Yellow River | Courtesy of Yellow River Conservancy Commission

Thiess International Riverprize
Finalists 2010
Hattah Lakes, Australia
Reviving the drought-ravaged Hattah Lakes in Australia
has been a visionary project led by the Mallee Catchment
Management Authority (CMA) as part of a sustained effort
to restore better health to this system of semi-permanent
freshwater lakes within the Murray Darling Basin.
The 18 kilometre Chalka Creek connects the river system
to the Murray River. 12 of the 21 lakes are Wetlands of
International Importance under the Ramsar convention.
This critical ecosystem has been threatened, leaving
important flora and fauna struggling to survive and
thousands of people without their much loved landscape.
The Mallee CMA has worked with a range of government
agencies; Indigenous stakeholders; not-for-profit
organisations; corporate bodies; and community groups
to make it possible to return environmental flows to Hattah
Lakes, with the support of the wider community. The lakes
system has responded well: River Red Gums have new
growth; waterbirds have returned; Regent Parrots are
breeding; and fish populations have improved.

Yellow River, China
China’s Yellow River faces many extreme challenges, from
water shortage, serious water pollution, to severe and
frequent flooding. In 1999 the Yellow River Conservancy
Commission (YRCC) was empowered to manage the entire
river. YRCC has made remarkable progress in balancing
water allocation and availability with social, economic and
ecological developments.
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YRCC’s integrated water allocation programme has resulted
in a reliable water supply for over 100 million people, both in
the Yellow River Basin and nearby regions, as well as restoring
large areas of wetlands in Yellow River Delta.
Furthermore, YRCC has been conducting extensive research
and practice on hydrology and sediment transport, and the
flow capacity of the downstream has been effectively enlarged
through the water and sediment regulation on the River.

Smirnykh Rivers Partnership,
Russia
The Smirnykh Rivers Partnership has achieved lasting and
substantial gains in protecting and restoring the ecological
health of the eastern (Okhotsk Sea) coast of Smirnykh District
of the Sakhalin Region in the Russian Far East. Three highly
productive river basins form an ecological anchor for the
region: the Pursh-Pursh, Vengeri and Langeri rivers. This project
combines significant habitat protections, innovative strategies
to ensure the sustainability of wild salmon fisheries, and
comprehensive stakeholder engagement.
The partnership has restored access to salmon spawning
grounds, improved water quality, stopped commercial logging,
and practically eliminated poaching, allowing sustainable
salmon runs to support vital ecosystem services and coastal
fisheries.
The project initiated one of the first, government-endorsed
public-private watershed councils in Russia; it’s leading the
demonstration of local economic benefits that can be gained
from adopting sustainable commercial fishing practices.

Cooks River, New South Wales

Lake Illawarra, New South Wales

The Cooks River in Sydney’s inner south-west suffered from
two hundred years of severe environmental degradation,
from dumping highly toxic industrial waste and discharging
stormwater and sewage, to removing native vegetation and
concreting its banks, which rendered Cooks River ecologically
dead.

Lake Illawarra is the second largest coastal lake in NSW,
since 1988 the Lake Illawarra Authority (LIA) has been
successful in restoring Lake Illawarra through implementation
of its Draft Strategic Plan. In 1988, the Lake was a regional
disgrace, suffering heavy catchment clearing, industrialisation
and urbanisation.

Cooks River Foreshores Working Group (CRFWG) was
formed to meet the need for coordinated, informed action,
it is a partnership today of eight councils working closely
together with local communities, government agencies,
industry and universities.

After two decades of effort the LIA has re-established the
lake, it’s water quality, seagrass beds, saltmarsh meadows
and littoral ecosystems. Unpleasant odours from rotting
organic accumulations previously experienced by many
residents have been defeated.

Work carried out by CRFWG has significantly improved
aquatic ecosystem health by improving water quality,
restoring and sustainably managing riverbanks, conserving
indigenous biodiversity including threatened species and
endangered ecological communities, and coordinating and
supporting community participation in habitat restoration
and rehabilitation. Since becoming finalists, the group has
become the Cooks River Alliance.

The sea life in the lake has increased in richness and diversity
with record seafood catches matching those of the predeveloped era. The LIA has constructed several artificial
wetlands, numerous stormwater quality control devices and
many waterfront amenities to support public use of the lake.

Hattah Lakes, Victoria
Reviving the drought-ravaged Hattah Lakes in Australia
has been a visionary project led by the Mallee Catchment
Management Authority (CMA) as part of a sustained effort
to restore better health to this system of semi-permanent
freshwater lakes within the Murray Darling Basin.
The 18 kilometre Chalka Creek connects the river system
to the Murray River. 12 of the 21 lakes are Wetlands of
International Importance under the Ramsar convention. This
critical ecosystem has been threatened, leaving important
flora and fauna struggling to survive and thousands of people
without their much loved landscape.
The Mallee CMA has worked with a range of government
agencies; Indigenous stakeholders; not-for-profit
organisations; corporate bodies; and community groups
to make it possible to return environmental flows to Hattah
Lakes, with the support of the wider community. The lakes
system has responded well: River Red Gums have new
growth; waterbirds have returned; Regent Parrots are
breeding; and fish populations have improved.

Hattah Lakes CHMP Field Work | Courtesy of Mallee Catchment Management Authority
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Twinning Projects
Twinning is RiverFoundation’s initiative to ensure the invaluable
expertise of the Riverprize Alumni is shared. Through twinning
partnerships, knowledge and skills are exchanged to ensure that rivers
are restored efﬁciently, effectively and sustainably.

Twinning activities 2010/11

Thames tidal flood barrier at night. source: #########

Thames River, England & Ganges River, India
This year’s winners have already indicated a passion for
twinning and have chosen the Yamuna River, India. The
Yamuna River is a major tributary of the Ganges River; it flows
through five states and the major cities of Delhi, Mathura,
Agra and Allahabad, where it merges with the Ganges River.
The Yamuna faces similar problems to those that impacted
the Thames during the industrial development, and pressures
of a rapidly growing urban population reduced the Thames’
status. Those problems are mainly the result of the rapid
industrialisation the Republic of India is going through.
The pressures on the ecosystem of the Yamuna include:
• sewage discharges into the river creating eutrophic or
hypertrophic conditions

The economic livelihood and social welfare were targeted
through:
• promotion of natural (organic) systems amongst
villages within the project boundary
• promotion of the use of sustainable energy sources,
solar in particular
• revival of river related fairs and religious ceremonies
• promotion of improved crematorium management on
river banks to prevent unburned bodies from entering
the river
• capacity enhancement of the local people for
floriculture, apiculture, agri-tourism, river tourism as
sources of sustainable livelihoods.

• domestic pollution including human bathing, defecation
into the river and washing of clothes in the river
• industrial pollution – from industries involved in paper,
sugar and chemicals
• loss of ecosystem services, habitats and biodiversity
due to these impacts.
The initiatives designed to resolve the pressures on the
ecosystem were:
• sewage ponds for prevention of liquid and solid waste
from reaching the river
• monitoring of river flows and water quality on a regular
basis
• prevention of exploitative resource extraction (fish/sand)
from the river
• promotion of environmental education amongst the
rural young targeted at the river’s restoration.

Giving rope making machines to local Ganges fisherman | Courtesy of Thames Rivers Restoration Trust

“We are honoured to be the Environment
Agency’s delivery partner for the Thames and
Ganges Twinning Programme.
That programme will help empower poor
villagers to improve their livelihoods in
sustainable ways and in so doing protect some
of the world’s rarest riverine species such as
Gharial crocodile and Ganges River Dolphin”.
Robert Oates, Thames Rivers Restoration Trust

Lake Simcoe, Canada &
Ayuquila River, Mexico

Current twinning

Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority, 2009 Thiess
International Riverprize winner, chose two regions to twin
with their primary partner, Ayuquila River in Mexico and the
Polochic River in Guatemala as their secondary partner.
Located in Western Mexico the Ayuquila River is part of the
Ayuquila, Armería Basin. About 550,000 people live in the
basin distributed in 22 municipalities.

Our active twinning projects include:

Within the Ayuquila river basin, there is a fertile valley
where the main economic activity is intensive production of
sugar cane. In the watershed, the economic benefits from
development are not evenly spread. Water pollution from
the sugar mill and untreated sewage from the upstream
communities have had negative impacts on the quality of life
downstream.

• Bulimba Creek, Australia – Gregory River, Australia;
Loire River, France; and Trang River, Thailand
• Danube River, Europe – Orange River, Southern Africa
• Drôme River, France – Tjangol Mangol, Senegal
• Grand River, Canada – San Roque Watershed,
Argentina
• Lake Simcoe, Canada – Ayuquila River, Mexico
• Merri Creek, Australia – Merri River Australia
• Siuslaw, USA – Sakhalin Island, Russia
• Thames River, England – Ganges River, India
• Tweed River, Australia – Nairobi River, Kenya

Five key areas of focus for the Ayuquila River twinning
partnership were:
• Governance
• Integrated waste management
• Stewardship
• Education
• Wastewater treatment.
Throughout the project timeline, a number of missions are
planned for Lake Simcoe staff to visit Ayuquila and for the
Mexican partner staff to visit the Lake Simcoe Region to
exchange knowledge.
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Russians visiting Siuslaw River Basin, USA | Courtesy of The Siuslaw Institute

International Riversymposium
The 13th International Riversymposium, managed by the International WaterForum, was held outside of Brisbane for the first time,
in Perth. As a supporter of Riversymposium, RiverFoundation was pleased to welcome over 600 delegates to Perth, both national
and international, to learn about the latest news, information, research and policies in river management.
The International Riversymposium is the flagship event of the International WaterForum, which is supported by the International
WaterCentre, International RiverFoundation, The University of Queensland, Griffith University, Queensland Government and the
Brisbane City Council.

Sponsored Delegates
International RiverFoundation believes that knowledge sharing
and transfer is vital to ensure the restoration and sustainable
management of our precious water resources, rivers and
watersheds. In 2010, we fully funded five river and wetland
practitioners from China, India and Sri Lanka to attend the
13th International Riversymposium to learn, share knowledge
and build networks to ensure effective river restoration in their
home country.

International Riversymposium is the preeminent global
conference on river management and restoration
integrating academia, managers, business and community
stakeholders, managed by the International WaterForum.
Our Riversymposium Sponsored Delegates were engaged in
seminars, interactive workshops and field trips, resulting in
research and best practices and knowledge being shared,
developed and improved.

“Attending Riversymposium beneﬁtted
me immensely, since it provides me an
international platform to launch and share
my thought processes with a wide range of
esteemed scholars from around world. It gives
me the opportunity to develop future network
possibilities and enrich me professionally.
Thank you RiverFoundation!”
Mr Supriyo Nandy, Treasurer, Society for Park Street
Rejuvenation-Kolkata, India
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Swan and Cygnets on the Swan River, Perth, Australia | Courtesy of Swan River Trust

RiverFoundation recognises the International Riversymposium
as an important source of knowledge and expertise
on river management, and is dedicated to continually
improving the conference and facilitating the attendance
of even more participants from all sectors and countries or
origins. Participation of delegates from different countries
is fundamental to ensuring best practices arising from the
Riversymposium have a global reach, particularly in regions
in which sustainable river and watershed management is still
developing.
Thanks to the kind support of Kalbita, IRF enabled five future
water leaders to learn more about sustainable river and
watershed management.

“I just want to thank the generous donors, for
providing this wonderful opportunity to gain
such a rich and needed experience. Australia
has the richest educational resources on river
management and science, but it is close to
impossible to access them across the ocean
without such support. Riversymposium is an
extremely enlightening event and I hope more
people from my Amur River basin will have
opportunity to come and learn from it.”
Mr Evgeny Simonov, Coordinator, Rivers without Boundaries
Coalition, China

Images: Delegates attending the 13th International Riversymposium. Source: Riversymposium
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Ken Thiess Memorial
Scholarship

IRF Corporate Partners

International RiverFoundation proudly funds a scholarship to study the
International WaterCentre’s Master of Integrated Water Management, a
world-class post-graduate program. We thank the Thiess Family for their
donation in memory of Ken Thiess, a young man who died performing
engineering duties on the construction of the Snowy Mountains Scheme.
The Master of Integrated Water Management is a practical,
problem-based degree designed to equip future water
leaders with the skills necessary to solve real world problems
through integrated, whole-of-water cycle approaches. The
custom-designed program gives students the strategic,
managerial and technical skills they need to advance their
careers in the water sector.
In a unique collaboration, this Masters program has been
specifically designed and is taught by staff from the four
partner universities of the International WaterCentre - Griffith
University, Monash University, The University of Queensland
and The University of Western Australia.

Significantly, Ken Thiess Memorial Scholarship holders
will graduate with a co-badged qualification from four of
Australia’s leading universities.
The inaugural Ken Thiess Memorial scholarship was awarded
to Mr Olita Ogonjo for his outstanding commitment and
dedication in improving the waterways in his home country of
Kenya. Olita was the Kenyan founding father of the TweedKenya Mentoring Program, set up between himself and Mike
Rayner in 2005.

International RiverFoundation is grateful for the generous ﬁnancial and
in-kind support provided from a range of organisations and individuals
who share our vision of a future in which all rivers and waterways are
sustainably managed.
This year, International RiverFoundation is honoured to have been
supported ﬁnancially by:
The

Albrecht Foundation
We sincerely thank The Albrecht Foundation for its longstanding support of the IRF, which ensures the successful
delivery of core programs.

THIESS FAMILY TRUST
Our sincere thanks to Bert and Vera Thiess for their
commitment to the Ken Thiess Memorial Scholarship, and
IRF’s core programs, supporting healthy waterways, both here
in Australia and in the developing world.

Olita’s reﬂections on his scholarship experience:
The Ken Thiess Memorial Scholarship offered me three things; first, it gave me the opportunity to
reflect back on the years of work in civil society and water development, to think of where I ought to
be heading with everything I have been doing both as an individual and a leader. Second, I was
able to work with water professionals from different backgrounds and improve my knowledge
of water development; this exposed me to modern global trends, tools and thoughts.
Thirdly, it gave me the opportunity to join the growing network of new water leaders.

KALBITA PTY LIMITED
Kalbita has been key to maintaining our global network of
dedicated individuals from developing countries to attend the
International Riversymposium each year.

A lot has changed in the way I look at water and development. Through the TweedKenya partnership we have been able to raise awareness of Nairobi River basin
clean-up, working with youth networks and schools in the Dagoretti area in the
upper Nairobi catchment area, to promote clean-ups, catchment management
and re-vegetation. We have also been able to initiate three safe water projects
that are providing portable clean water to nearly 2500 households in Siaya,
Nyanza Province in western Kenya.

IN-KIND SUPPORTERS

International RiverFoundation is proud to receive a
AUD$1 million contribution from the Australian Government
specifically to support the Australian Riverprize and national
twinning partnerships.
We thank the Australian Government’s Water for the Future
initiative for their continued support of river restoration and
sustainable river management in Australia.

We thank the Queensland State Government for their
generous commitment to contribute AUD$1 million over a five
year period.

PLANET WHEELER FOUNDATION
RiverFoundation, in partnership with Planet Wheeler
Foundation, is administering a grant for International
WaterCentre’s river-related community development project in
north-eastern Thailand on the Mun River (a major tributary of
the Mekong River).

The knowledge, skills and experience I’ve gained during my studies will be
used to strengthen the Tweed-Kenya Mentoring Program activities and will
support the work and the capacity of my colleagues within the program. The
program is now in a better position to advise government, local leaders and
communities on water development. I will dedicate my time to lobbying
for community led water and catchment plans at community, county and
national levels. We are also seeking to actively work with the government,
communities, county council, schools, NGOs and the private sector. The
goal for the Tweed-Kenya Mentoring Program is to be a point of reference
in best practice in implementation and advocacy for integrated water and
resources management and water, sanitation and hygiene.

BRENTSTIRTON
P H O T O G R A P H Y

The Tweed Shire Council staff and IRF have been of great help
providing training, technical and funding support.

21

22
Olita Ongonjo at Graduation | IRF

Corporate Governance

Board of Directors
Chairman
Gary Jones, Ph.D

Director’s Report

Public Funds Committee

The following were continuing Directors and have been
Directors up to the end of the financial year 2010-2011:

The following were members of the Public Fund Management
Committee according to Clause 10 of the International
Riverfoundation Constitution as at the end of the financial year
2010-2011 financial year:

Mr Martin Albrecht, AC
Mr Barry Ball, PSM
Professor Bill Dennison
Dr Jim Gill
Professor Paul Greenfield, AO, FTSE
Mr Peter Krause
Ms Julie McLellan (Representing Jude Munro)
Dr Peter Rowley
Mr Jim Soorley, AM
Mr Rod Welford
Mr Michael Wright
The following person was appointed Directors of International
Riverfoundation during the financial year 2010-2011:
Prof Gary Jones

October 2010

The following person resigned as Directors of International
Riverfoundation during the financial year 2010-2011:
Mr Haydon Coles (Secretary)

February 2011

Mr David Askern
Mr Bob Grice
Mr Doug McLaggan

Appointed 11/08/03
Appointed 10/11/05
Appointed 27/10/05

Professor Gary Jones was appointed as
Chairman in December 2011. Gary has
been Chief Executive of the eWater
Cooperative Research Centre (CRC) since
its inception in 2005, prior to that he was
Chief Executive of the CRC for Freshwater Ecology. He also
serves as a Director of eWater Innovation Pty Ltd and of the
Peter Cullen Trust, and holds a Company Directors Course
Diploma from the Australian Institute of Company Directors.

Martin Albrecht, AC
As Chairman of RiverFoundation since
its establishment in 2003, Martin retired
in December 2010 and remains an active
Director. Martin was CEO of Thiess for
over 15 years from 1985 and Chair of the
Thiess Board and a Director of Leighton
Holdings from 2001 - 2008. Martin is a member of the Board
of Governors for CEDA and Chairman of Wesley Research
Institute. He was awarded Companion in the General Division
of the Order of Australia (AC) in 2002, and also the Centenary
Medal in 2003.

Barry Ball, PSM
Barry is the Deputy Director of the Global
Change Institute at The University of
Queensland, which involves him working
in the International WaterCentre as the
Manager of Water Policy. Barry has
worked in State and Local Government,
predominately in the water sector. Barry is the Chair of the
International WaterForum, a director of Queensland Urban
Utilities and a member of the Environment Professional
Advisory Board at Griffith University. In 2010 he was awarded
an Australian Public Service Medal for Water Policy.

Treasurer and Secretary
Haydon Coles
Haydon is a fellow of the National Institute
of Accountants, and a Graduate of the
Australian Institute of Company Directors.
He has had 42 years experience with
Commonwealth Bank, specialising in
Institutional Banking, Corporate and
Government Client Relationship Management and Corporate
Business Development. In addition to the International
RiverFoundation Board, Haydon serves as a Board member
of Anglican Financial Services.

Changes to Company Secretary occurred during the financial
year 2010-11:
Mr Rod Welford appointed as Interim Company Secretary
Dec 2010 – April 2011
Mr Matthew Reddy as Interim Company Secretary
April 2011

Professor Bill Dennison
Bill leads the Integration and Application
Network, a collection of scientists
interested in solving, not just studying,
environmental problems. He is actively
involved in the Chesapeake Bay Program,
USA and had an active role in the Healthy
Waterways Campaign of South-East Queensland, Australia.
In his current role as Vice-President for Science Application at
the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science,
his focus is on developing ways to effectively communicate
science and to create credible and rigorous environmental
report cards.

Professor Paul Greenﬁeld,
AO, FTSE
Paul is the Vice-Chancellor and Professor
of Chemical Engineering at The University
of Queensland. He chairs the Scientific
Advisory Committee of the Healthy
Waterways Partnership, which focuses
on the health of the rivers, estuaries and bays of South-East
Queensland. Paul is a Director of several university companies
and chairs the Riversymposium Strategic Planning Committee,
the International Thiess Riverprize Judging Panel and the
International WaterCentre.
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Dr Jim Gill
Jim is Chancellor of Curtin University in
Western Australia. He was CEO of WA’s
Water Corporation from 1995 to 2008
and has degrees from the Universities
of Western Australia, Cambridge and
Harvard. He has been Chairman of the
Water Services Association of Australia, President of the WA
Division of the Australian Institute of Company Directors,
and Chairman of the WA Division of Engineers Australia.
Dr Gill received the Grand Award of the International Water
Association in Vienna in 2008.

Peter Krause
Peter is the President of Trillium
Environmental Consulting Inc. and the
Past Chair of Conservation Ontario,
the umbrella organisation representing
Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities.
Peter is the Past Chair of the Grand River
Conservation Authority in Ontario, Canada
and recipient of the 2000 International Riverprize. Peter was
also a founding Board member of the Clean Water Centre of
Excellence in Walkerton, Canada. In 2010, Peter was interim
CEO of IRF.
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Representative
Julie McLellan

Secretary
Matthew Reddy

Julie holds a Degree in Applied Science
(Chemistry) with Graduate Diplomas in
Training, Development and Assessment.
Julie qualified as an Australian Institute
of Company Directors member; and
previously was on the Board of Directors of CRC for Water
Quality and Treatment. Julie is Brisbane City Councils Water
Resources Manager responsible for leading and developing
Council’s WaterSmart Strategy delivering total water cycle

Matthew joined the RiverFoundation in
2010 after a career spanning carbon,
renewable energy, clean technology
investment and natural resource
management. With national and
international project experience including environmental
management systems, catchment scale implementation of
biodiverse forest carbon sinks, degraded river restoration,
native grasslands, freshwater biodiversity and wetlands
he brings a breadth of integrated, practical expertise to
the RiverFoundation. Matthew has worked for Australian
Partnered Investments, Power Alliance Holdings, Carbon
Advantage, Landcare CarbonSMART, and Landcare Australia
Ltd.

solutions for the City of Brisbane.

Dr Peter Rowley
Peter is based in London, heading the Global Oil & Gas
Services Sector with ERM. He was a Fulbright Fellow and
Associate Professor of Environmental Chemistry at Colorado
State University. Peter has worked in the environmental
consulting industry and has been involved in a large range
of extractive industry projects in Asia, the Middle East, North
America, Europe and the former Soviet Union. He is the
ERM Liaison Delegate to the World Business Council for
Sustainable Development.

Rod Welford
Rod Welford is the national Chief
Executive of the Australian Council of
Recycling. He retired from the Parliament
of Queensland in 2009 following nearly
20 years as a legislator and policy
maker, including as Queensland Minister
for Environment and Heritage and Minister for Natural
Resources. Prior to his election to Parliament, he practised
as a solicitor of the Supreme Court of Queensland and a
barrister of the High Court of Australia. He is the Chairman
of AstiVita Renewables Limited and Chairman of the Energy
Management Institute and Sustainable Design Partner.

Financial Summary for
ﬁnancial year 2010 - 11
Income Statement
for the year ended 30 June 2011

2011

2010

$

$

Investment earnings

144,564

170,890

Donations and sponsorship

503,098

1,130,915

75,538

298,572

723,200

1,600,377

72,705

42,529

795,905

1,642,906

38,453

100,897

259,172

432,773

Twinning expenses

87,537

117,104

Ken Thiess Memorial Scholarship

26,723

19,718

-

158,833

26,588

16,771

743,041

384,426

(1,181,514)

(1,230,522)

(385,609)

412,384

-

-

Surplus/(deficit) from ordinary activities after related income tax

(385,609)

412,384

Net surplus/(deficit)

(385,609)

412,384

(385,609)

412,384

Revenue from continuing operations

Patron
Jim Soorley, AM
Jim had a successful career as a
management consultant and sales trainer
in the USA and Australia before he began
a political career. In 1990, he entered local
government politics and was elected Lord
Mayor of Brisbane in March 1991. He
was the driving force behind the establishment of Brisbane’s
International Riversymposium and Thiess Riverprize. Jim
retained his office through three more election victories until
stepping down in 2003. He has recently been appointed
Chair of Unitywater in South East Queensland, Australia.

Other

Interest

Expenses
Other expenses from Ordinary activities
Sponsored Delegates and Riversymposium
Riverprize

Michael Wright
Michael is the Executive General
Manager of Thiess Services. With
qualifications in Civil Engineering and
Environmental Engineering, Michael has
more than 20 years experience across
a range of disciplines. After some 10
years working in Australia and the UK in project management
and engineering roles, Michael joined the Thiess Group in
1998 as a Project Manager to lead the remediation of the
former nuclear testing site at Maralinga. Prior to his current
appointment Michael ran Leighton Asia’s operations in China
and Mongolia.

Bremer River Forum expenses
Fundraising expenses
Corporate support costs

Surplus/(deficit) from ordinary activities before income tax

Income tax expense

Total changes in equity other than those resulting
From transactions with owners as owners
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Audited full year financial statements will be made available in October online at www.riverfoundation.org.au
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Balance Sheet
for the year ended 30 June 2011
						

Statement of Changes in Equity
for the year ended 30 June 2011
						
2011

2010

							
						
$

$

1,603,336

1,164,250

Surplus/(Deficit) for the year 					

(385,609)

439,086

Total recognized income and expense for the year 			

1,217,727

1,603,336

1,217,727

1,603,336

2011

2010

$
Net income recognized directly in equity

Current assets

Receivables

2010

							
						
$
Total equity at the beginning of the financial year 			

ASSETS

Cash and liquid assets

2011

1,121,520

1,428,792

10,711

5,000

Transactions with equity holders in their capacity
as equity holders

Non-current assets
Financial assets at fair value

768,836

1,054,177
Total equity at the end of the financial year 				

TOTAL ASSETS

1,901,067

2,487,969

Statement of Cash Flows
						
for the year ended 30 June 2011

LIABILITIES
Current liabilities
Payables
Deferred income

TOTAL LIABILITIES

33,340

61,335

650,000

850,000

683,340

911,335

							
						
$
CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Receipts

NET ASSETS

1,217,727

1,576,634

$

					

528,637

1,274,487

Payment to suppliers and employees 				

(623,274)

(1,192,023)

						

(94,637)

82,464

					

72,705

42,530

NET CASH PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES 			

(21,932)

124,994

NET CASH PROVIDED BY INVESTING ACTIVITIES 			

(285,340)

220,000

		

-

-

TOTAL NET INCREASE IN CASH HELD 				

(307,272)

344,994

CASH AT THE BEGINNING OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR 			

1,428,792

1,083,798

CASH AT THE END OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR 			

1,121,520

1,428,792

Interest received
EQUITY
Reserves
Retained profits

TOTAL EQUITY

1,217,727

1,217,727

1,576,634

1,576,634
NET CASH PROVIDED FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES
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Audited full year financial statements will be made available in October online at www.riverfoundation.org.au

Audited full year financial statements will be made available in October online at www.riverfoundation.org.au
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