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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hi, my name is Mel and I’m a Tati Tati woman from Murray River Country in NW Vic. I recognise and pay my respects to the Traditional Owners of the Country I reside on, the Latji Latji peoples in Mildura, and acknowledge that these lands and waters were taken from them. As a Tati Tati Traditional Owner, and sister tribe to the Latji Latji, I reiterate that our sovereignty was never ceded, the Country of my ancestors and the Country we all live on today will always be Aboriginal land.I am the Aboriginal Water Officer for Tati Tati, one of 17 First Nations water officers employed across the state of Victoria. My role in includes supporting River restoration projects and T.O objectives, creating and facilitating spaces for traditional knowledge gathering and sharing, as well as engaging with various environmental stakeholders to progress Tati Tati water and land care goals. 



Tati Tati 
Kaiejin

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I am also a cofounder of Tati Tati Kaiejin, Indigenous owned and operated NFP organization aimed at: �Progressing First Nations rights and access to water, �Restoring wellbeing of mob, Country, & connections, and �Replenishing culture, spirit, and water.



Millu Kulingi 
- Murray River people

• Tati Tati Country spans the Murray River 
around Robinvale (VIC) and Euston (NSW).

• We are river people and know that healthy 
water means healthy people and Country. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For Tati Tati people there is a profound sense of connection and responsibility to care for Country and waterways. The sustainable health of rivers and wetlands through the restoration of natural flow regimes is vital to First Nations across the Lower Murray Darling Basin. 



Water is essential to 
creation and Dreaming, with 
some ancestral beings both  

created by and dwelling 
within water.

Water is central to the 
cultural, social and 

spiritual identity of First 
Nations people.. Water has a right to be 

recognised as an ecological 
entity, a being, and a spirit, 

and must be treated 
accordingly.

(MLDRIN, Echuca Declaration, 2007)



Total water entitlements in 
the MDB are worth about 

$16.5 billion.

This equals only 0.1% of all 
available water entitlements. 

However, Traditional Owners only hold 
surface water entitlements that are 
worth approximately $18.4 million.



Cultural Flows
“Water entitlements that are legally 

and beneficially owned by Indigenous 
Nations of a sufficient and adequate 
quantity and quality to improve the 

spiritual, cultural, environmental, 
social and economic conditions of 

those Indigenous Nations.”
(MLDRIN, Echuca Declaration, 2007)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, what are Cultural Flows? (quote)In our collective experiences, traditional methods of caring for Country as a pathway to enhancing water sustainability are not well understood by key decision makers in the Basin. The concept and methodology of Cultural Flows has been developed through years of rigorous research to pave a pathway towards a future where First Nations legally and beneficially own water entitlements. This methodology also provides a strong platform for First Nations to assert their inherent rights to care for and make decisions for water, impacting a range of positive outcomes not just for the environment but for First Nations wellbeing and cultural economies.Differentiating from environmental water allocations, Cultural Flows can be more than just environmental outcomes, it’s the importance of connection to place, cultural experiences, our spiritual and emotional wellbeing, and adhering to our ancestors’ practices and knowledges of Country and water. We know our on-ground approaches will surpass outcomes that environmental water delivery alone results in. 



Cultural Flows 
Conception, 

methodology & 
framework

The Echuca Declaration, MLDRIN, 2007
A ground-breaking statement that outlined First 

Nations' rights and aspirations in water management
Adopted by Northern Basin Aboriginal Nations in 

May 2010

National Cultural Flows Research Project
A seven-year long study was committed to develop 

pathways for a future where First Nations water 
allocations are embedded in water management 

regimes.

Cultural Flows: A guide for First Nations, 2017 
A 10-step methodology for First Nations to describe 
and measure water uses and values, to advocate for 

and attain Cultural Flows.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2007, after a meeting of Southern Basin Nation delegates, the Echuca dec. was released.The Echuca Declaration is consistent with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to which Australia is a signatory. It describes self-determination as the right of Indigenous peoples to ‘freely determine their political status and pursue their economic, social and cultural development’. A key part of the Echuca Declaration was a definition of Cultural Flows. The declaration clarified that just as ‘environmental flows’ are needed to sustain the ecological values of rivers, ‘cultural flows’ are needed to support the cultural traditions and community development needs of First Nations.Adopted by NBAN in 2010, together MLDRIN & NBAN represent the 46 T.O groups across the M.D.Basin.



(Cultural Flows Planning and Research Committee, 2017)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 10-step methodology provides a guide for First Nations groups to approach a determining values and objectives in stage 1, relationships and character of water, Country and people in order to create a culturally informed management plan in stage 2. Stage 3 is to put the plan in action with a T.O developed monitoring and evaluation plan specific to that part of Country.Not only does this 10-step methodology put the control and decision making of what is important into the hands of the T.O’s, it supports values of self-determination, nation capacity building, and the increasing need for First Nations data sovereignty. 



Why Cultural Flows?

 Restore natural paths of water

 Traditional Owner values prioritised

 Harmful & foreign techniques not used 
(regulators and diesel pumps)

 Cultural use & occupancy restored

 Cultural economies strengthened



Overcoming aqua nullius
“Land and water was stolen from us; we are 

asserting land and water ownership. 

If Margooya was handed back to Tati Tati, Victoria 
wouldn’t crumble, Robinvale wouldn’t crumble. 

No one would be disadvantaged; we would be 
advantaged. 

Sole management, that’s what we need. Sole 
ownership, sovereign control.”

- Tati Tati member, online Roadmap workshop October 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why cultural flows? To overcome aqua nullius



Margooya Lagoon
• Tol Tol, south of Robinvale
• Case study to capture the 

importance of the Cultural 
Flows framework

• Rather than creating a 
management plan for all of 
Country

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Margooya Lagoon is a wetland ecosystem on Tati Tati Country, fed by the Murray River.It is a place where we connect with Country, each other, and ourselves, with many significant trees and ancestral sites. Our people have dwelled here for thousands of generations. The Lagoon supports and maintains various plants, microbes, insects, amphibians, reptiles, birds, fish, and mammals. The health of Margooya Lagoon has a direct impact the health of our people emotionally, spiritually, physically, and culturally. 



Threats
• Disregarding natural flow of system
• Regulator
• River mismanagement
• Human impact



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Speak to pages from CFMP – Values & Cultural watering requirementsIn 2020-21 Tati Tati, in partnership with the Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations (MLDRIN) and Tati Tati Kaiejin, developed the first-ever Cultural Flows Management Plan (CFMP) for Margooya Lagoon in Victoria that outlines Tati Tati values, foundational needs, short and long-term outcomes, and nation aspirations for mob, water, and Country



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Speak to pages from CFMP – Test FlowIn November 2020, a 15ML environmental water allocation was committed and delivered on Tati Tati Country to a floodplain creek at the Murray River side of the Margooya Lagoon wetland. The watering event was a way to simulate the original inundation of the creek and help revive the biodiversity of the surrounding area.While it was intended as a way to address environmental outcomes, there were critical aspects that Traditional Owners were not involved in that negatively impacted the success of the project. These include, and are not limited to, decisions surrounding: The volume of the water allocation,The location of the water delivery event,How water was to be delivered (i.e., the use of the pump),And the reporting and promotion of the watering event prior to Traditional Owners being informed of it. Tati Tati were explicitly left out of the watering proposal planning and approval stages – an essential and underlying foundation of Cultural Flows.�Tati Tati peoples expressed a sense of powerlessness throughout the event; from being unaware during the planning and proposal stages; to having no say in the location selected. Tati Tati also attributes the resulting black water event to the 15ML committed not being enough for the site, with no consideration, time, or planning provided for creek clearing or cultural burns to take place prior to the water delivery. 



What do 
we need?

First Nations are empowered

Policy change

Management plans and water strategies 

Genuine and meaningful partnerships, 
collaborations and agreements 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From Nation engagement, workshops, yarns, online Zooms, and site visits, we have established four main objectives moving forward for Margooya Lagoon, Cultural Flows, and Tati Tati empowerment:First Nations are empowered as water managers – For Tati Tati that includes management of Margooya Lagoon and the Tol Tol landscape, with nation values, outcomes, and aspirations incorporated into current management practices. �Immediate legal and policy change to allow for water entitlements that are legally and beneficially owned by First Nations as set out in the Cultural Flows methodology. �Cultural Flows are tangibly incorporated into management plans and water strategies with First Nations outcomes and priorities of water included in a legitimate way. �Genuine and meaningful collaboration and agreement-making is achieved between water managers, other relevant public authorities, and Traditional Owners, and is sustained during all aspects of water management on Country.



How are we 
making change?
Roadmap for Aboriginal Access 
to Water 2021
- Department of Environment, 
Land, Water, and Planning

“DELWP recognises that 
Traditional Owners have never 

ceded rights to land and waters, 
and that they should determine 
where, when, and how they use 

water on Country.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Victoria’s water plan Water for Victoria 2016 included a policy commitment to facilitate the development of a Traditional-Owner-led Roadmap for Access to Water. This is to recognise that, as with land, a system of property rights has been applied to water without respect for Traditional Owners’ ancestral rights and obligations to water. Until that dispossession is addressed, the Australian government will continue to fall short in the pursuit of reconciliation. 



How are we 
making change?
Cultural Water for Cultural 
Economies report, 2021
- Dr. Erin O’Donnell

“Enabling Traditional Owners to 
exercise their inherent rights to 

water by increasing access to 
water (especially ownership and 

control of water) is an urgent 
water justice issue in Victoria.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This report was developed through the facilitation of over 40 meetings with representatives from 20 Traditional Owner groups and First Peoples. It identifies specific law and policy pathways to increase access to water for Traditional Owners and First Peoples across Victoria. It also supports their aspirations to use water for economic development in accordance with cultural protocols. The four main pathways identified are Increased use of existing water rightsObtaining new water rights from unallocated waterReallocation of waterUse of treated, recycled waterThe report also details barriers to be addressed such as the cost of acquiring and holding water rights, the inability to access land on which to use water, and water planning and management processes that do not recognise Traditional Owners and First Nations as key decision-makers for water. 



How are we 
making change?
Margooya Lagoon: Establishing a 
Cultural Flows model on Tati Tati 
Country, 2021
- Environmental Justice Australia

“Settler law and policy is 
fragmented and complex and 

does not conform easily to 
Aboriginal (Tati Tati) lore and 

custom. One of the purposes of 
the Cultural Flows model is to 

produce a clearer reconciliation 
between the two.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This report created by EJA, in partnership with Tati Tati Kaiejin & MLDRIN, summarises key legal and policy matters requiring consideration of a Cultural Flows program for Margooya Lagoon and proposes three sets of ‘strategic opportunities’ relevant to using law and policy to advance Cultural Flows at Margooya Lagoon.The 3 pathways are building on existing relationships and obligationsagreement-making – updating and strengthening legal status using current pathways under Victorian legislationregulatory and policy reforms - Amendments to existing strategies and plans or preparation of new plans



“In practice, good faith negotiations are necessary across all 
levels of action, recognising and accommodating imbalances in 

power and resources where relevant. The result can be powerful 
restoration and cultural revitalisation outcomes.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
First Nations across the Basin are seeking to revitalise culture, build economies and development on our terms, repair Country and ecosystems underpinning it, and exercise sovereignty and self-determination. For Nations such as Tati Tati whose lore derives from rivers and waters, involvement in water governance is central to those tasks.Cultural Flows reflects a new approach to water management including how we speak about water, and exercise authority over water dependent landscapes. This approach continues the ongoing fight for First Nations water justice and the necessity of de-colonising landscapes, governance, and ways of understanding environmental management.
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